INBO-EXGLISH POETRY
seems to me to be much more appropriate than
"aspire at" which I would never think of using. The
use of prepositions is one of the most debatable
things, or at least one of the most frequently debated
in the language. The Mother told me of her listening
in Japan to interminable quarrels between Cousins
and the American Hirsch on debatable points in
the language but especially on this battlefield and
never once could they agree. It is true that one
was an Irish poet from Belfast and the other an
American scholar and scientist, so perhaps neither
could be taken as an unquestionable authority on
the English tongue; but among Englishmen them-
selves I have known of such constant disputes.
Cousins had remarkably independent ideas in these
matters; he always insisted that "infinite" must be
pronounced " infighnight" on the ground that
"finite" was so pronounced and the negative could
not presume to differ so unconscionably from the
positive. That was after all as good a reason as
that alleged for changing the pronunciation of
"nation" and "ration" on the ground that as the
*a5 in "national" and "rational" is short, it is ilio-
gical to use a different quantity in the substantive.
"To contact" is a phrase that has established itself
and it is futile to try to keep America at arm's
length any longer: "global" also has established itself
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